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TRELLEBORG REDUCES DOWNTIME AT MAJOR OIL SANDS MINE

Trelleborg’s marine and infrastructure operation has supplied its rubber-lined expansion barrels to a major oil sands mine at Fort McMurray in Alberta, Canada, one of the largest integrated combined oil sands mining and refinery facilities in the world. The supply of Trelleborg expansion barrels has significantly increased productivity, while reducing downtime.
Due to the size of the mine, oil sands slurry and sediments must travel long distances in the mine’s pipe line system. Therefore, the mine specified Trelleborg’s expansion barrels, which enable the thermal expansion and compression of pipe line systems, to facilitate extended periods of travel in diverse temperatures at the mine. This removed the mine’s need for frequent maintenance and consequent downtime, which is caused by extensive wear on the barrel.
The expansion barrels, which were tested over a four-year period at the mine, are flexible in all directions, so they can compensate for the thermal expansion and lateral deflection in a pipe system. Thus, enabling the pumps which circulate the slurry throughout the pipe system to be protected against load forces, allowing for a safe expansion and compression.

Richard Hepworth, President of Trelleborg’s marine and infrastructure operation, commented: “Testing proved that slurry was able to travel for 24,000 hours in the pipe without maintenance, equating to approximately three years, as opposed to around 4,000 hours, which non-expanding barrels often provide. With temperatures across certain parts of our mine reaching as low as minus 46-degrees Celsius, downtime can compromise the safety of our people during maintenance. 
“We were inspired by the demand of the oil sands tailings processing at the mine, due to it being a high-pressure project that demands bespoke equipment to operate in a unique environment which poses complex challenges.

“With our in-house expertise and mining knowledge, we knew we could supply equipment to meet the demands of the mine’s environmental and business challenges, while providing a solution that can compensate for two or three expansion joints and allow for easy mounting and inspecting.”

The configuration of Trelleborg’s barrel, which can successfully operate in temperatures between minus 46-degrees Celsius and 90-degrees Celsius – and has an expansion / compression range of 910 mm – was successfully patented in Canada in 2012. The barrel also provides an installation hydraulic ram as a feature for simpler maintenance and rotation.

For more information on Trelleborg’s expansion barrels, visit: 
https://www.trelleborg.com/en/marine-and-infrastructure/products--solutions--and--services/infrastructure/dredging--hoses/expansion--joints.

[bookmark: _GoBack]-Ends-
For more information about Trelleborg’s marine and infrastructure operation, please contact Richard Hepworth, President, richard.hepworth@trelleborg.com 
For further press information please contact Chris Sanders at Stein IAS, Clarence Mill, Clarence Road, Bollington, SK10 5JZ, United Kingdom.  Tel: + 44 (0) 1625 578 578; Email: chris.sanders@steinias.com  
Notes to Editors: Trelleborg’s marine and infrastructure operation and Trelleborg Group
The marine and infrastructure operation of the Trelleborg Industrial Solutions business area, is a provider of engineered polymer solutions to the marine, infrastructure and renewable energy industries. It manufactures and installs bespoke fender systems, docking and mooring equipment, oil and gas transfer technology and vessel efficiency technology for marine environments all over the world. Its polymer engineering expertise also extends to its range of general marine products, including navigation aids and buoys. Performing in some of the harshest environments on earth, its principal infrastructure and energy offerings are sealing systems for tunnels, dredging hoses, water management solutions, building vibration isolation, and polymer seals for offshore applications.
https://www.trelleborg.com/en/marine-and-infrastructure

Trelleborg is a world leader in engineered polymer solutions that seal, damp and protect critical applications in demanding environments. Its innovative solutions accelerate performance for customers in a sustainable way. The Trelleborg Group has annual sales of about SEK 34 billion (EUR 3.32 billion, USD 3.92 billion) and operations in about 50 countries. The Group comprises three business areas: Trelleborg Industrial Solutions, Trelleborg Sealing Solutions and Trelleborg Wheel Systems, and a reporting segment, Businesses under development. The Trelleborg share has been listed on the Stock Exchange since 1964 and is listed on Nasdaq Stockholm, Large Cap. www.trelleborg.com.
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